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I shall act like a thief towards you.' They continued:
' DarH, has neither known nor seen thee, whereas we have
had the honour to wait on thee, and have seen thy mag-
nanimity. Have mercy on us, and spare our lives, that we
may inform Dar& of thy wisdom and humanity.' Eskandar
replied: 'As you have humbled yourselves, and have
appealed to my kindness, I shall pardon you.' Accord-
ingly he ordered the envoys to be released, and treated
them kindly, dismissing them with the following letter to
Dara: 'From Eskandar to him who pretends to be the
king of kings, feared by the hosts of heaven and the
denizens of the earth !' But after [this preamble] : ' How
could such be the case with one who dreads a weak man
like Eskandar? Knowest thou not that God bestoweth
victory on whom He wiliest ? and that whenever a feeble
mortal pretends to be a god, and to overcome the armies
of heaven, the Almighty lowers His kingdom to the brink
of destruction ? How can a mortal, who will die and rot,
and will leave his possessions to others, lay claim to be the
Deity ? I have decided to fight thee, and am marching
against thee! I pray to God to grant me the victory, and
I worship Him ! The letter which thou hast sent me is a
record of thy pride, and the gold, with the sesame and the
ball and the scourge, I interpret as auspicious signs of
success for myself. As for the scourge, it implies that I
shall chastise you, that I shall become your king, your
master, and your high-priest. The ball indicates that I
shall subjugate the whole earth, and the gold means that
all thy treasures will fall into my possession. As for
sesame, It is very plentiful, and its intrinsic nourishing
qualities are neither good nor bad. I send thee a box of
mustard-seed, that thou mayest taste its bitterness and
know my bravery. Thy pride has deceived thee, but my
trust is in God. Farewell.'

This letter Eskandar handed to the ambassadors, whom
he presented with the gold which Dara had sent him.
After dismissing them, Eskandar marched to Azarbaij&n,
where he put to flight the Governor of D&r&, and most of